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Speech & Language

Speech

Learning & saying speech sounds

How many sounds do you have?
Do you have all the sounds of the 
language for their age?
Are the speech sounds clear?

Diagnosis:
• Articulation disorder
• Phonological disorder
• Phonological delay
• Stuttering
• Childhood Apraxia of Speech 

(CAS)
• Dysarthria

Language

Vocabulary: words you know & use

Grammar: how you make sentences
• Me wented to shop
• I went to the shops

Appropriate for age?

Understanding (receptive) vs Use of 
language (expressive)
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Neurodevelopmental Conditions

• Mild – Severe Intellectual Disability 
(28/28)

• Autism Spectrum Disorder (20/38)

• Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder 
(10/38)

• Other behavioural challenges
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Feeding
• History of feeding challenges

• Nasogastric and gastrostomy 
tubes

• Over stuffing, pocketing and 
difficulty moving food with 
tongue

• Oral aversion
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Language

• Averages across receptive, expressive, written = low

• Everyone had seen a speech pathologist/therapist

• Minimally verbal: 18/38

• Single words, short phrases: 12/38 

• Conversational speech: 8/38



Augmentative & Alternative Communication

Unaided AAC Graphic low-tech AAC Graphic high-tech AAC



Augmentative & Alternative Communication

Graphic low-tech AAC Graphic high-tech AACUnaided AAC

89% <15
39% 45%

50%
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Nonverbal communication



Speech and words

• Saying hello and goodbye

• Getting attention

• Seeking comfort

• Requesting objects and food

• Making choices

• Responding yes and no

>40%



AAC

• Sign language: requesting more

• Graphic AAC: requesting object, choosing activities

• Symbolic gesture (pointing): requesting object, food, 
making choices

50%

30%

35-
40%



Non-symbolic communication

• Facial expression

• Screaming, laughing, babbling, cooing, grunting

• Stereotypic behaviours (e.g., hand flapping)

• Challenging behaviours (e.g., tantrums)



Difficulty communicating

• Asking for help dressing

• Requesting to go to the toilet

• Requesting for clarification

• Requesting for information

50%
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Speech
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Speech intelligibility

1
Never

5
Always

3
Sometimes

2
Rarely

4
Usually

Familiar listenersUnfamiliar listeners



What did we know now?

Speech

• Dysarthria & childhood apraxia of speech (CAS) 

• Targeted therapies recommended

• Minimally verbal to conversational

• Delayed speech development

Language

• Graphic AAC recommended (+ sign language)

• Low expressive & receptive language skills

• High social motivation



What did we know now?

Feeding

• Infancy: chronic feeding impairment

• Oral aversion

• Reflux

• Oral motor impairment

Autism spectrum disorder & cognitive ability

• Comprehensive assessment recommended



Thank you

Angela & Lottie

angela.morgan@mcri.edu.au


